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Pastor's Perspective

Asyou can see, the format of our
newsd etter is changing just as our worship
format and worship guides have changed
over the past few weeks. In order to be
better stewards of time and resources, we
will now publish The Witness on a monthly
basis. We believe this change will help us
save a significant amount of money in printing and postage
costs.

As | write those words, | am reminded of the positive
responses that many of you have offered about our recent
changes. Y our willingnessto do things alittle differently in
order to better minister to our guests has been a great blessing
to me and the entire church staff. Though we plan to take
things very slowly, the future will bring other changes as we
seek to connect Westview with our community. Thank you all
for your help and your great attitudes toward reaching new
people.

By now you have heard that our church family took a huge
step toward the future and reaching new people with an over-
whelming positive vote to approve the purchase of the house
& 17 acresthat lie just south of our present church campus.
Thisland will alow usto address some very immediate and
long-term needs that we would not be able to address without
an enormous outlay of monies. Our immediate plans (upon

closing on the property around April 1) are to convert the
house into church offices on one end and alarge meeting
facility on the other end. Thiswill allow us to vacate the Cup
of Hope building on Covington Avenue and expand our
current Sunday School ministry with additional ground floor
Sunday School rooms (in the space the church offices now
occupy). We are very excited about what the future will hold!

| al'so want to remind you of the amazing opportunity we
have coming in March. The Covington Baptist Association has
set agoal of knocking on every door in the county during the
month. Westview has been assigned 426 homes plus two
apartment buildings. We need Y OUR help to prayerwalk,
prayerdrive, and invitation blitz this area. Plan now to make it
aMarch family event. Prayerwalking/Prayerdriving begins
March 7th. The Invitation Blitz will take place on March 28th.

Thank you for your participation in the new & improved
Pastor’s Book of the Month. Several of you have said that you
were struggling with this month’ s book, Why We Love the
Church. | want to encourage you to press on. This book speaks
directly to how the younger generationsin America (and even
Opp) think about the church. While you may never be a
“church leaver,” there are many around us. We need to
understand them and their objectionsto church in order to
dispd their myths and reach them with the gospel. The issues
that DeY oung and Kluck discuss are very real, even herein
rural south Alabama. Presson! A new book will be unveiled in
mid to late March.
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BANTER B HUNT & FAMILY PICNIC

Saturday, April 3 at 10:30 am

Bring your basket and enjoy the fun!
(Lunch will be provided)
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EXTENDED SESSION VOLUNTEERS

March 7 March 14 March 21 | March 28
Judy & Wayne Carrie & David Stacy & Shawn | Tracy & Lex
Phillips Buckelew Short Colquett
Rita& Mallory Beverly Coon Katelyn & Cory Tonya&
Langford Need Volunteer Ellis Chad Cowen
Mary Ann Spann Brittney & Natalie & Matt Jennifer &
Nicki Wood Courtney Whitman Pinson Chad Smith
Angie & Jamey Jan Hart Jan & Ronnie | Kathy Carter
Wismer Chris McCulloch Jordan Glenda
Donaldson

Students

Dominican Republic
Mission Trip

We need the application
forms and a $100 deposit ASAP for
everyone who isinterested in going.
Also, | have scholarship applications
from Covington Baptist Association for
those who have never been on an
international mission trip before.

Spring Break Mission Trip

March 14th thru 18th

We are going to Jacksonville, FL to
minister alongside Words to Works
Ministries. Our students will be working
with the homeless and doing block
parties with inner city kids. Cost is
$175.00 per person. Thefinal balance
of $100.00 isdue by March 7th. One
area of need for thistrip isatruck with a
2-inch ball to carry atrailer. Also, you
can donate kool-aid and snacks for our
block partiesin the inner city projectsto
reach kids with the gospel. We will have

a meeting Sunday, March 7th after
evening wor ship for everyone
planning to go to discuss details, etc.

Route56 Bowling Night, Wed.
March 3rd at 6:30pm

Our 5th & 6th grade students will be
going bowling in Andalusiato reward
them for all students bringing their
Bibles on Wednesday night. The night
will include food, bowling, and a
devotion. The cost isstill TBA for this
event.

Youth Leaders’ Lunch and
Meeting- Sunday,

February 28th at 12:15pm

All adult youth |eaders and their
families areinvited for lunch. Please let
Shane know how many will be eating so
we can have enough food.

DiscipleNow 2010 (DNOW)

| am blown away by DNOW. It was
amazing to see God do something where
only He can get the credit. God brought
16 churches together and we had over

425 studentsinvolved in DNOW.
Westview had 72 students involved. On
Friday night, we had 6 decisions for
Christ. On Saturday night, the altar was
filled with students on their knees and
getting rid of thingsin their lives that
needed to be thrown away. It is amazing
to see some area youth pastors put aside
pride and competition, to do kingdom-
focused student ministry.

| want to thank all of our adults who
were small group leaders and provided
host homes. | believe we have the best
adult leadersin the world! You all make
huge sacrifices to show the love of God
to students. | say it often and it isworth
repeating: “ Our student ministry
continues to grow not because of the
youth pastor, but because of caring adult
leaders.” Students know they are loved
in our student ministry. Youth ministry
isall about giving ministry away to adult
leaders because a youth pastor and his
wife cannot do it by themselves. Thank
you for following our vision and loving
students.




Things are beginning to
get busy around here! |
am excited about all the
opportunities God has
given us over this next

month. | hope you all
will join me in reaching othersin the
month of March.

March 7

After the morning service, pick up a
map of our designated areas and begin
to prayer walk along the streetsfor a
three week period. Prayer walking can
be done by anyone. We will provide a
guide on what to pray for. If you are
breathing, you can participate in this
event. Plan to involve your whole fam-
ily in this opportunity. (Disclaimer:
Prayer Driving is Permitted!)

March 28

On Sunday, March 28, we will
meet at the church at 5:00 p.m.
We will then split up into

Discipleshipi/Missions

groups and go door to door through our
assigned neighborhood. We will knock
on their doors and invite them to our
Easter Service which will be happening
on April 4. If they are members some-
where el se, then we will just encourage
them to beinvolved there! We don't
want to steal sheep, but we do want to
reach those who are lost! Aswith prayer
-walking, everyone can participate. |
highly encourage you to involve your
whole family in this outreach event.
Don't just drag them along, explainto
your children the reason we are doing
this. If you don’'t understand, then ask
mel

Baseball Jamboree
Another opportunity we haveto be

involved in our community is through
the Baseball Jamboree on March 27. We
are planning to hand out drinks to al the
ball-players on that Saturday. Parents of
ball players and those who are not— |
really need your help! Contact meif you
are interested.

Discipleship Groups

As mentioned last time, if you are lead-
ing or are involved in any off-campus
discipleship groups or Operation Multi-
plication, let me know. | am still trying
to get ahandle on what all is going on
out there.

Please bein prayer for Scott and | aswe
will be in South Africafrom March 9-
18. We will be training leadership there
to take the gospel to their own people.
What an exciting opportunity we have
asachurch tolead othersto
obey the Great Commission!

| love & appreciate you al!
-johnny

Thank You March Senior Adult
Ministry Volunteerd!

Seni

| laughed until | thought my side would
split last Thursday at the Y oung at Heart lunch
as Brother Tommy Green shared with us“in
character” as Bubba at the

Tommy Green
asBubba

cor Adults

Valentine lunch. I'm so glad
we had him back this year.
Thanks Brother Tommy! Do
you notice the resemblancein his hair and
Mrs. Nell Allen’s? (Be sureto ask her about
that.) | al'so need to

remind everyone that there will not be a

Young at Heart lunch this month. | encourage everyone to
attend the play with usin Colquitt, Georgia. Y ou will not be
disappointed! Please remember to thank the Senior Adult
Task Forcefor all the work they do planning Senior Adult
activitiesfor us!

Nursing Home Visitation:
Donad Wilson, Larry Anderson,
Doris Jones, BeaMoirris,
Faye Jones, Pam Sumblin, Carolyn Avant

Mizell Memorial Hospital Waiting Room:
Wayne & Betty Sasser

W oodM oor e Devotions:
Carolyn Avant, Lee & BarbaraKing

Home Visitsto Ladies:
Doug & Joy Wilson

Homebound Birthdays
Elda Kelsoe (3-29-16)
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