
 

 
 

 God continues to do great things at 

Westview! It seems that I start every note 

and newsletter article I write with those 

words. Some of you might be tired of 

hearing them by now...but Iôm not! As 

God gives me the opportunity to travel 

and talk to pastors from all over our country and the world, 

I see how unusual the awesome things that God is doing in 

our church family really are. Not every church is  

experiencing the blessing of God the way that Westview is 

experiencing it. I donôt want to take that for granted...I 

donôt want to forget to praise Him for it...And I sure donôt 

want it to end! Would you take some time right now to 

thank God for what He is doing in and through our church 

family? 

 I want to thank you for your continued patience as our 

trustees finalize the deal to purchase the house and 17 acres 

adjacent to our church campus. We have been in a waiting 

game for several weeks now. The fact that the property is 

held in a trust and that the trust includes five people has 

brought about a lot of frustrating issues. The issues with this 

land acquisition and our ongoing damage litigation are 

enough to place our trustees near the very top of your 

prayer list. 

 As I continue to watch the pollen clouds blow past my 

office window, it is obvious that spring has now fully 

sprung. A busy winter has given way to a busy spring and 

early summer. I invite you to examine this copy of The   

Witness to find all of the great events that are planned for 

you and your family to encounter God in a real way. 

 In May, there are special recognitions planned like 

Moms and Muffins on May 9th and one for graduating high 

school seniors on May 23rd. There is a senior adult fish fry 

on May 20th. This is also the month to celebrate weddings 

with several of our church families. Your entire family can 

celebrate summer with Westviewôs Night at the Ballpark 

with the Montgomery Biscuits on May 26th. Look for  

information on all of these events in this edition of The  

Witness. Donôt forget that other great events like God & 

Country Day, Vacation Bible School, Youth Camp, and our 

Carpenters for Christ trip are coming soon as well! 

 There has been much debate nationally and even locally 

about the National Day of Prayer on May 6th. Due to some 

scheduling conflicts, there will not be a citywide event this 

year. This turn of events happens at a very unfortunate time 

due to the recent rulings by our government. Our staff is 

currently making decisions on the best way for our church 

to observe this important day. Look for further details this 

coming Sunday, May 2. Iôll see you Sunday as we continue 

our great journey through Psalm 119. 
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Whatôs up! The month 

of April has flown by. 

I have spent most of 

the month trying to 

get a better grasp on 

things around here. I have been 

thinking a lot about our Sunday 

School ministry. I have questioned 

its purpose and usefulness and have 

come to the conclusion that it might 

be one of the greatest assets we have, 

as long as we use it to its full  

potential. I want to encourage every  

Sunday School teacher, leader,  

secretary, outreach leader, prayer 

leader and anyone else who wants to 

come to join me at 8:30 a.m. this 

Sunday, May 2nd for a brief meeting. 

I want to share with you how I  

believe God wants us to lead a Great 

Commission Sunday School. 

 

I have been amazed how you have 

responded to our Wednesday night 

training on discipleship. Scott and I 

have been very pleased with your 

participation and encouragement of 

this process. For those of you, who 

are not involved on Wednesday 

night, come join us as we learn how 

to share easy stories to disciple  

others. It has been a fun time of 

learning these stories together. I hope 

that these times on Wednesday night 

will also encourage you to invest in 

the lives of others for the glory of our 

King. 

  

In regard to investing in the lives of 

others, there are many opportunities 

that every one can do. Whether 

young or old, kids or grandkids, a lot 

of time or very little, you can make 

an investment in someone elseôs life. 

If you are interested or convicted of 

the need to do this and need assis-

tance, please feel free to contact me. 

That is why you hired me! The Lord 

has given me numerous ideas of how 

to endow others whether formally or 

informally. I pray that each of you 

will seek to be about the Great  

Commission in this way! 

  

What exciting things the Lord has 

done here at Westview! Lord, help us 

get what really matters! 
 

-johnny 

 

 
 

 

Muffins with Mom  

We invite all mothers with preschool and 

childrenôs age kids to join us at 9:00 am in 

Sunday School on Motherôs Day, May 9th 

for a special celebration in your honor.   

After School Hangout 

Our last day for After School Hangout is May 24th.  This  

ministry has been such a blessing and I am so thankful for the 

wonderful volunteers who have made this a success.  Those 

involved include:  Renee Anderson, Wanda Buckelew, Lori 

Caldwell, Daniel Donaldson, Allyson & Kaleigh Ferguson, 

Lexie Lewis, Anna Newton, Soleta Norris, Amy Warren, and 

Jennifer Saunders.  Bro. Scott, Shane, Johnny and Mr. Phillip 

have also participated by doing devotions with the kids.  

Also, thanks to Kelly McCollough, Noelle Holmes for your 

help and to Ms. Eleanor Saunders for opening the church 

library for our kids. Thank you all for giving of your time 

each Monday to minister to kids from Opp Elementary 

School. I truly believe that you have made a difference in 

their lives.   

Biscuits Baseball 

As you see on the front of the newsletter, we are taking a 

church wide trip to see Biscuits Baseball on May 26th.  This 

is a great trip to make as a family.  Sign Up this week in the 

Atrium! 

Vacation Bible School   

We need your help.  Vacation Bible School 

is just around the corner, and we need to get 

our leaders in place.  This is a fun and excit-

ing week to work with kids, teaching them 

about the Good News of Jesus Christ.  If you 

want to be a part of this adventure, contact 

me at 493-6467 or djsimmons@westviewbaptist.com.  VBS 

Training is June 6th and VBS is July 18-23.  

 Pray for Matt and Rebecca 
Matt and Rebecca will be leaving May 25th to spend the sum-

mer ministering in London, Africa and Spain.  We appreciate 

the support that you have given them and ask that you pray for 

their travel and ministry there. 

Donna Simmons  

Children  

Johnny Warren  

Discipleship/

Missions  

                        
Tentative South Africa 

 Mission Trip Dates   

                      

August 17-26 

October 8-16 

December 13-22 

  

See Johnny if you are interested! 

May 16 May 23 May 30 May 2 May 9 

Sonia &  

Kayla K. 

Terri &  

Terry H. 

Lynda & 

Mike C. 

Tonya A.  

Judy A. 

Wendy & 

David D. 

Jennifer S. 

Lexie L. 

Jessica J. 

Janis M. 

Kim B. 

Teresa V. 

Stephanie & 

Donny W. 

Soleta &  

Jason N.  

Jana &  

Tim W. 

Missy M. 

Marilyn M. 

MaryAnnS 

Nicki W. 

Nicki &  

John G. 

Tammy & 

Terry J. 

Patti &  

Kenny B. 

Amanda & 

Peanut W. 

Dawn & 

Nickey C 

Wanda &  

Mike B. 

Amanda & 

Jared H. 



 

  

 
 

                Senior Adult Day 
Thank you Larry Norris for a wonderful 

word at the breakfast we shared on  

Senior Adult Day! There are a lot of  

animals I will look at a lot differently. 

Hopefully, I will look at myself a lot  

differently as well. Thank you, Larry, for sharing with  

us. I think I look forward to your retirement as much  

as you do! 
 

Burgers at the Shack 
What a beautiful day we had at Rob & Lucille Foleyôs 

ñShack.ò The atmosphere was great. The food was great. 

The fellowship was great. It was a great day indeed. 
  

Senior Adult Revival 
Thanks to all who broke from their routine to attend the 

Senior Adult Revival at Oakey Ridge. It is always nice to 

join other churches for such an event. Thank you for  

being so willing to continue to go and learn and do! 
 

Celebratorôs Conference 

 

I am so pumped about 

our new sermon series 

called ñBecoming A 

Faith Family!ò We are 

looking at 5 characteristics of the NT in 

Acts 2:42-47.  The five characteristics are: 

Devoted to the Word of God 

Devoted to Sharing Life Together 

Devoted to True Worship 

Devoted to Desperate Prayer 

Devoted to Making Disciples 
 

Please pray for our students as we are 

challenged by God and His Word.  Also, 

if you havenôt seen our youth room lately, 

go upstairs and check it out. We have 

added some things to help lead our  

students in worship.  

 

 

I want to thank Tanner Jackson, Tim 

Jacobi, Lance McCollough, Joe Wilson, 

and Phillip Johnson  for your help.                       
                                               

Biscuits Baseball on May 26th.   

This is for all 5th-12th grade students and 

their families. Donôt forget to sign-up by  

Sunday, May 2nd in 

Atrium to reserve 

your spot. Cost is 

$20  which includes 

your ticket to the 

game and a seat on the bus.  Your $20 is 

due when you sign-up.   

 

Paintball on Saturday, May 8th 

This is for all students 5th-12th grade. We 

will be playing paintball at the Worleysô 

home from 10am to 1pm. This will  

include lunch.   

 

 

 

 

 

Senior Recognition Service on  

May 23rd   All graduating seniors are 

invited to this special service to honor our 

graduates. The morning will begin with 

breakfast in the Fellowship Hall at 9am 

for graduates and their 

families.  We need 

four pictures of gradu-

ates growing up,  

favorite Bible verse, 

and plans after high school to show during 

the worship service. Please turn these in 

to the church office no later than May 5th.  

 

Summer Camp at Orange Beach  

on July 26-30   Our camp this year will 

be at Romar Beach Christian Retreat  

Center.  Bro. Scott will be our camp  

pastor and JJ Weeks Band will once again 

be leading us in worship. Cost is $175 per 

person.  A $50 deposit is due by May 30th 

to reserve your spot. We have 40  

available for this camp. Ino Baptist youth 

will be joining us for this camp. This is 

for 7th-12th grade students. 

 

Larry Jackson  

Senior Adults  

      May Senior Adult Ministry VOLUNTEERS!  
 

Nursing Home Visitation:  

 Donald Wilson, Larry Anderson,  

Doris Jones, Bea Morris, Faye Jones, Pam Sumblin,  

Carolyn Avant, and youth volunteer Rachel Josey 
 

MMH Waiting Room:  Madge & Donald Wilson 
 

WoodMoore: Margaret Phillips & Larry Jackson 
 

Home Visits to Ladies: Pam Sumblin & Bea Morris 
 

Homebound Birthdays: Carlos Boutwell,  

Wendell & Margaret Phillips & Faye Jones 

Shane Newton  


