
 

 
 

  

   We are in the midst of one of the best VBS 

weeks that we have ever experienced. 
Donna Simmons and all of the VBS staff have 

done an excellent job of finding the right mix 
of fun, excitement, and Bible-storying to 

make sure all the kids who come have fun 
and learn a lot about the gospel! By the time 

you read this note, VBS 2010 will be history, but I believe we will 
see the effects of this great week for a long, long time. 

 I also want to thank you for the overwhelmingly positive  
response to our new sermon series, War of the Worlds. As 

many of you are aware, topical sermon series are not really 
within my comfort zone...I would much rather do an expository 

study of a particular book or chapter of the Bible. However, I 
feel that we need to do topical studies from time to time,  

especially for such an important topic as developing a Christian 
worldview. 
 This week, I received an email from someone concerned that 

I had not given a fair view of things in my sermon on the theory 
of evolution. The email cited the recent production of synthetic 

DNA by a laboratory in England. It was last monthõs cover story 
in Scientific American.  

 I want to be very fair. I know about the production of 
òsynthetic DNA.ó I have read quite a bit about Craig Venter and 

his claim to have produced synthetic life. While I will readily  

 

admit that Dr. Venterõs work is almost beyond belief, I want to 
be very clear that he did not produce life. Only God can create 

life from dead materials. Dr. Venter placed computer-generated 
DNA into a one-celled bacterium (it was already living) and he 

used yeast (another living material) to aid in the process. I did 
not intentionally omit these findings from my message, I chose 

not to use them to try to keep the presentation as clear as pos-
sible. Thanks for the comments and for holding me accountable! 

 As you will see in this copy of The Witness, August is   going 
to be an incredible month of activity at Westview. One of those 

activities will be our Awesome August Nights. This year, we 
have an incredible lineup of speakers who will be here to preach 

for us on Monday nights. My prayer is that you will support 
these great meetings with your attendance and that you will  

support these great men with your love offerings. I know that 
the kids are headed back to school and that football season will 
be here before your know it...but I am asking you to find your 

place at Awesome August Nights. Each  Monday service will 
start at 7:00 PM and will finish by 8:30 PM. We will also not 

meet for worship on Sunday evenings during August. I hope that 
you will take full advantage of this great opportunity. It is not 

often that we have such a great lineup of preachers visit south 
Alabama. I am praying that God will bless our time together. 

 I would ask that you begin to pray for some exciting things 
that will occur in September as well. Keep your eyes and ears 

open for more details! 
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